RESPONSIBILITY

INTRODUCTION

A.	The major problem in the area of responsibility is that of shifting the blame to someone else for the things that happen to us.
B.	No area of our lives is exempt from the practice of blaming.
C.	Even in the church we practice blaming.
D.	In this lesson we want to study some basic facts concerning responsibility.

	IF A PERSON DIES LOST WHO IS TO BLAME?


	First let's notice some you CANNOT blame:
	You cannot blame God the Father (John 3:16)

You cannot blame the Son of God - Jesus (Phillippians 2:5-8)
You cannot blame the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38)
You cannot blame the angles (Luke 15, the rejoice)
You cannot blame the Bible (Ephesians 3:4)
	Some you may blame (from a stumbling point)
	Members of your family (Ephesians 6: 1-2)
The church (hypocrites cause problems)
The devil (I Peter 5:8)
Your spouse, or a friend, etc (Adam tried to blame Eve, Genesis 2,3)
	The Real blame is yours!
	God's word teaches that EACH person is responsible for his actions (James 1:13-17)
In the judgement we will give an account of the deeds done in our bodies (II Corinthians 5:10-11)
Read Matthew 7:21-23 (these are very surprised)
You are not responsible for what happen to you -- but you are responsible for HOW you handle it.
	If you are lost (Romans 3:23), and die in this condition, you can't blame anyone.
	IF YOU ARE NOT GROWING AS A CHRISTIAN WHO IS TO BLAME?
	Some you can't blame"
	Denominations
Neighbors
	Some you may blame:
	Ephesians 4:8-13, Evangelists, elders, and teachers for not helping you grow into the fullness of Christ
Those who fail in the responsibilities will stand before God to give answer
	The real blame is SELF:
	We are commanded to GROW (II Peter 1:5-11)
We are commanded to be DOERS of the word (James 1:18-24)
No one can do these things for us
	IF YOU CAN'T GET ALONG WITH PEOPLE WHO IS TO BLAME?
	You may blame:
	Habits of others ("they are not friendly")
Attitudes of others ("he has a bad attitude toward me")
Shifting the blame doesn't relieve you of how you have responded to the other person
	"I am responsible" is the truth of the matter
	If I want a friend I must show myself friendly (Proverbs 18:24)
I must even love my enemies (Matthew 5:44)
I must love my brethren, not because they deserve it or earn it, but because I want to

CONCLUSION

A.	We must teach and stress responsibility in ALL areas of our lives
B.	God's word states that we are responsible
C.	The buck stops with you!


